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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release:

 Belgian students heading to brussels to compete head to head IN A SOCIAL INNOVATION CHALLENGE

Belgian students learn social entrepreneurship skills first hand.
Heverlee, mei 2010 - 5 Belgian students will be heading to Brussels on May 25th -26th, 2010 to join 70 young people aged  15- 18 from across Europe who will all compete at the JA-YE Europe Social Innovation Camp – the final event of the European Creativity & Innovation Challenge 2010.
The students will be representing 14 European countries (Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Greece, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and Turkey) and have all been chosen to attend the European event based on their performance at their National Innovation & Creativity Challenge. The project is part of an EU Leonardo da Vinci Network Grant.
Over a period of 24 hours the students, teamed in mixed nationality groups, will work together as they try and solve a real-life social challenge which has been prepared by Hewlett Packard and JA-YE Europe especially for the event. The students attending the European Innovation & Creativity Challenge will quickly have to learn how to work together as they brainstorm possible solutions and develop their ideas as a team to create innovative solutions to present to the judging panel and invited guests.  

A team of HP & CSR Europe staff will be on hand to act as expert volunteer advisers for the students. They will share their insight and experience to guide the students as they make key decisions about how to solve the challenge and the volunteers will encourage them to be creative in their thinking.
The purpose of the European Innovation & Creativity Challenge is to help young people develop the traits and skills they’ll need to be competitive employees or entrepreneurs in the future.  As Caroline Jenner, JA-YE Europe CEO explains; “As Europe’s workforce becomes more service and knowledge-based, educators, businesses and governments need to ensure that students are given opportunities like this to develop relevant skills. Teamwork and communication will be even more important in the future along with the ability to think critically and in innovative ways.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

JA-YE Europe (www.ja-ye.org) is Europe’s largest provider of entrepreneurship education programmes, reaching 3.1 million students in 38 countries in 2009. Funded by businesses, institutions, foundations and individuals, JA-YE brings the public and private sectors together to provide young people in primary and secondary schools and early university with high-quality education programmes to teach them about enterprise, entrepreneurship, business and economics in a practical way. The JA-YE Company Programme is recognised by the European Commission Enterprise Directorate General as a ‘Best Practice in Entrepreneurship Education’. JA-YE Europe is the European headquarters for JA Worldwide.
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